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Dear Friends,

I was our hope to have this copy of tha liewslgttar reach you prior
to the High Holidays ms some of the material in thias edition ia
partinant to Bukkoth. This, unfortunately, proved to bs impossible

but we hope that even 'after the fact' the information will bp of
interest and value to you.

We send our most sincere wishes for a Yew Year that will bring you
the blessings of Pemce and Good Health.

The Board and Btefl of
the Jewrlish Miseum
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A Burvey of Greek Jewish Hommiments

Thanke to & genercus donation by Mrs. Rikkl Brgas of Rome, We have been able to
initiate a photographic survey of surviving Jewish sites and monuments ik Crasca.

During the latter pert of August, the Miseum photographer Mr. Timothy DeVinney
together with the Director visited all of the remaining Jewiosh centepnin Thrace and
soms in esastern Macedonia. These Communities are now mosgtly dafunot or have only one
or two survivors. [Eastern Thraee, which was in the Osrman zone of cocupation durlng
World ¥Wer 1I, as well as the remaining region of Thrace which was under the control
of the Bulgarians; witnessed ths general deportetion of 4ts Jews in 1945. There sare
conflicting stories concerning the fate of thess Oommmities, but it ie certein thet
tha Jews of Eastern Thrace were sent to Trsblinke whers they all perished, whereas
those in the Bulgerian zone ware roundesd up st Drame, sant to Bulgeria, loaded onto
boats on the Darube at Llom, and were plmost certainly drewned. The approximate totel
population in thess mones had numbered some 5700 scula.

The purpose of the trip to the north was to meke &5 scourete a racord as poseible,
within the limits of the Miseun budget, of the most importent endengered sites. The
main problem waes that the eastern section of Thrace boardering both Turkey and Bulge-
ria oocupies s etrategic position and is a hesvily militarized cone. Not realizing
to what extent photogrephing is forbidden, we sought out and began to photogradph the
synagogua &t Didymoteiche only to be quickly stopped by the militery. IHanded over to
the gendarmeris, We opant some tense moments until the Chisf decided to allow us to
contimue our work under the surveillsnce of a gendarme (constable). Thua We maneged
te photograph and measure the synagpogue which is in ilmminent danger of collapsa.

Deting fror the late 18th century, with some rebuilding in the mid-19th, 1t 'is con-
structed according to the traditional Sephardic plan in Gresce with the Bhal ha-Eodesh
or Ark on the eastern wall and the Bema located in a prominent position in the center
under an sroate celling. It is interassting to note that this plan sppears to ba of
very enciant origin, as the Byzantine Church adopted 1t in some woys from the syma-
gogues of Syrias and many 5th to dth century Christimn basilices in Greece have a large
bema or ambo in the central part of the neve. This originally symbolized M. Sinai
from which the Word imcernate in the Torah and scripture wes read.

Problems with fresdom of movenent made it impossibls te phetozreph certain inte-
resting monuments in the graveyard whers the newer section, dating from the late 19th
snd early 20th century, is seperated by a road from the old zraveyard of the 16th -
17th century. This part hes some very fine monuments carved in heavy relief of Habrew
characters covering the entire surface and the sides. Hopafully it will sventually ba
possible tn trensport three of these to Athens.

We decided against going the 30 km beyond Didyvmoteicho to Orestieda until we
have obtalned the proper permits to phrtegraph. The graveyard in that boarder town
appears to have burlale very similer to those in nesrby Didymoteiche.

Travelling south, we next vislted Kometini which hed s thriving Community prior
to World War II. The town still rotaine a "ballen" atmosphere with a population
mads up of Turks, Greek Christians, Armeniens, some gypsies, and Bulgerian spealdng
Pomoks. Thase latter, converted to Islam in the léth esntury, Torm an interssting
ethnic-religious unity which 4o this day occcupiea a belt that runs eest-west slong
tha northern parts of Thraos.

The site of the Komotini symagogue 18 enclosed on two sides by the walls of the
antient Byzentine city and is locmted mdjacent to the Metropoliten Church (cathsdral).
As the Jewish quarter has been levelled, it is difficult to geot a fesling of what
thio corner of the town was like when houses crowded aboul the aymagogue.
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A Survey of Greek Jewlsh Monuments {a:tﬂnt.i.rmad:l' a

This building, dating from the early 1Tth century, ia in the form of a sguare, the ax—.
act center of which is a doms elevated on a large drum set with elght windows support-
ed internally by four columms. Directly under it are marks indiceating whners supports
for the Bomn stood. To the sast is a set of large nmiches, somewhat resszbling the
mihrab, though much wider and obviously originelly buflt for the Enal or Ark. (A
mihrab ia the niche ihat marks the exact dirsstion to Mekke for the purpose of orient-—
ing the worshipers during prayer in a mosgue). [later, probably in ths 1Bth century,
the Xomotini synmzopue was alightly enlarged to the north end a rovw of colusns edded
to support the roof. Om-one of these, under threes layers of subseguent peinting, wWe
fourd a fine Magen Devid peinted in gold leaf, with the word "Zion" in the center. To
the men who entered by the main north door this was & clear reminder of one's trus
place of worshlp. The wotien's seotlion was in the form of a narrovw platform slong the
wast and south walls, accesoable through the sast wall entrence and up a staircass
(the treces of vhich ara now barely discernabla) in the south-west eorner. Within
Living memory the women's sectlon was separsted from the man's section by "keafasia" or
wooden latticed soresns.

What is gspeclally sirildng sbout this bullding apart from the squars-domed plan
is its windows. Ususlly synagogues in Oreece had windows set high 1in the walls some~-
what darkening the interior. In the EKomotini synagogue the windows in all the walls
are set almost fluch with the floer. To the esst and north they measurs ! meter wide
by about 4 meters high snd are speced about 70 centimeters apsrt. Tho south and west
windows of the Women's sections, though flush with the floor, are miuch smallar and are
spaced irregularly. Today moet of the windows are bricked in {after the last War the
aynagogus was used Tor cne pariod as & domielle and later o o stable), but it Lle =asy
to imagine that the building must have been filled with light. Among the rubble we
Tound sections of window frames and some curved sections of stripping that had hald
the panes of gless. These gave us a rough idea of how the penes wers sst and upes in-
vestigation we found, not far from the symagogue, almost identicsl windews in tha
Djuma or Friday mosque of ¥omotini. The patterning of the aynagogus on the general
plan of m wosque, and the use of opsn lighting seomte to support the obssrvetions con-
corning the esocurity in which Jews lived in many sections of the Cttomen Eunpira.

Qur next stop was at Xanthi, in the heart of the tobasso growing area of Thrace.
Tha synagogue there is quite new and, llke the ons in nearby Drame, was 1n the process
of ‘being completed on Lhe eve of Yorld War II. Tor soms years after the wer it was
ussd as a theatsr by an Orthedox youth organization, but teoday it is a revagod shell
fllled with rubble. It is an unremarkable bullding resembling, in some ways, the
old brick and concrete mymegogue of Athens.

Cur last stop belore going to Selonika was Havela where we tock pleturas of the
one-room synegogue now located not far from the pre-war symagogue which was complete-
ly dostroyed during the Occupation. The monuments in the graveyerd date meinly from
the 19th century and for the most part resemble ithe tradition of interment followaed
ir 8alonikag large {lat stones supported on meter-high brick end mortar foundations.

Having previcusly photographed most of the material astill to be found in Selenika,
We usod thip clty anm a base to complets & survey at Verroia whers we photographed the
entire Javwish Quartsr, including the symegogus.

Thue we concludad our-initiel survey which concerns tho recording of the syna-
gogues and quarters which are In imminent danger of belng destroyed.

There remsinas much work to be done, but the Miseum is in dire need of funding for
tho continustion of this project. Two Communitlies in central Gresce: Trikala and
larisa have not been recorded, nor has adeguata woric besn done in either Kerkyra
(Corfu) or Zakynthos (Zante), Rhodes, and Ioarmina. Any of our readers who might wieh
to particlipate findncially in helping to resliZe this impertant preject, should con-
tact ue immsdiately.
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We wish to take this opportunity to publically thank Mr. 8. Behar end Mr. M.
‘Bekenazl of Didymoteicho, Mr. M. Pssah of Kavaelas, Mr. I. Cohen of Verrola, and
Mr. J. Pardo and Mr. and Hra. 8. Abraf of Selonils for their many kindnesses in thse
goures of our trip to northern Oresce, and also Rabbi J. Arar of Athens for assist-

ing ua in contecting individuals in the course. of organizing the trip.
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Hew Aequipitlions

Despite the ocramped worldng and displey conditicons in the Miseum, we are still happy
to see the colleciion grow. In the past three months the following artif'scts snd
items have been added to the permanent collecticm.

1. 4 silk 'sayo! from Selomike (00.67) miven by Ma Cecile Aslon in memery of her
mother. The 'sayo' ¥so one of the baslec compoments of the traditicnal women's cos-
tume of Selonika (of . Newletter #l). This perticular piete is of copper colored
8ilk brotceas with an overell desigm of Tlovars end fern leaves in lisht greén and
pale lavender. BMuch of the silk brocede thet we have in the Miseunn has bean tinned
in order to give 1t mors weight snd in the course of time it hastens the inevitable
procans of deterioration of the fabric. This particular plece is“in fairly good
condition but will requirs some work on relining and suppori stitehing.

2 Tha Comunity of Iosnnina gave to the Misoum & collsction of 25 liturgiesl
embroideries in the form of me'ilim (veils for the tiks or wooden cases that hold the
Siphrel Toreh) snd parchetim , curtains for the Ehal or ark (80.67 - 80.99).

A separate donation from the Iocannina Oommunity wes in the form of 15 booksprinted in
Salonika, Manotve, Oonstantinople, and Venice dating from 1616 to 1795. The books
ere all in their original bindings with frontpieces and colophons intact, though
meny have been damaged Irom fungus attack snd red-rot. The Balonike editions are of
spocial interest to us aa the first books printed in ths Belkans appeared from the
presges of Oonetantinople (1495) and Salonika-(1506). It 48 irenie that hardly any
of thes have survived since the vast librariee of Beloniks suffersd in the zreat fires
of the late l6th ceuturyr, the 17th century, that of 1917, and the Tfimal plundering
took placs under the Nazis in 1943, to be followed up by the distribution of what re-
mained betwesn libraries in the U.S. and Ierasl st the termipation of the war. BEvi-
dence af this grest tradition in Jewish printing is slmost totally non-existent and
unknown in Greece today.

The textiles from Ioannine are zlmost sll in-a very fragile snd dangerous state of
degeneration and decay. To date they have been vacuumed and fumigeted end thres of
the sost fragile have been selected for imvediste conservatlicon.

All oF them ars of double interest since they are a) Jawish and from a known synagogue
and Jewish oanter and b} because they incorporate enbroldery of a secular origin dating
Zrom the 17th to 19%h centuriss end most aro excellant examples of both sophisticeted
neodlework as wall as unigus design. Many of' the lugur pleces are made up of sec-
tions of heirloom and dowry embrolderiss as well as persopal clothing. The tradition
of Jewish women donating such personal materisl dates back to the tims when the
Taraslite women geve their mirrors and jewelry for the ornaments and incenss pans

that Wero used in the ceramonies of tha Temple in the desert of Sinai.

Unfortunately the use of the sewing machine ee en instrument of repeir appears to
have repleced more todlous methods of hand restoration in the latter pert of the 15th
wrid woll into our own camtury. A great vumber of the Ivannina textiles have either
baon resewn oato new linings or repaired by means of machine stitching, thus ersating
elmost nightwarish problems in relemsing them.

Copyright 1980 - Jewish Missum, Athens, Greecs



The Jewiesh Communities in Greece prior to WM II

Total population - 79,5580 parsansz.

(Cities underlined s%ill have sctive communities)
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The textiles fall roughly into the following categories:

13 Thosa deaigned specificelly for uss in the symagogue and incorporating tre-
ditional Jewish symbols such as the Hagen Devid, Menorsh, Tebles of the law, and
various Hebrew lstiers that are redactions of csbalistic feormulse. In mosi cases
these ars worked in fine gold wire over parchment or heavy board designe which have
then been sewn onto violet velour fabriec. This type of work is typical of much Iocan-
nina embroidery in the 19th esentury and 1s known as 'sirmakiassl' work. The technigue
ig common to mich Ottoman smbroidery om velvet or silk, though specifically Jewish
sxamples are rare. -

2) Sectiona in the form of aymbols taken from larger decorsted hanging and in-
corporated into emallar ones. All of thess aras in the 'slruakissi' technique.

) Ho'ilim wade up of segments of gold brocade ocut from 'shalvar'.

('Shalvar' wers the bazpy trousers worn by woman in Icennine at one time.)

The brocade is usuelly & type thot wes produced in Damasssus snd Aleppo in the lith
contury.

&) Qentral panels telcen from embroidered cushion covers. These are ueuslly lined
with pattamed cotton or have sillk brocade boarders. Decoration in most cases is
with zilt flat esbroidery cutlinin: chain ptitch esbroidery in the shape of arti-
chokasn; hyacinths, sbstract leaves, and unidentifisd Fflowers. Ths arrangements of
the motifs are elther repetitive or incorporetad. 1lOth century.

5) By far the most interesting work is thet which oan bs charscterized es truly
reapresantative of Ioannine work of &8 mich earlier date, vizg. the 17th century.

Tha thros most reprassntative exsmples were originally cushion covers thst were
lined with silk end then given loops ot the top to be stiached to the tik as ma'ilinm.
The {'inest of these iz mode of scarlet silk over which a genaral pattern hes bean
designed about o central medsllion in fine gold thread - either couched or sewn di-
rectly into tha fabric. The certral medallion has a rose surrounded by parrots end
carnations. Around this are arrvanged pseles; cypreds trees, and in the corners veses
with tulips, hyscinth, jasmine, and carnation blossoms interspersed with nightin-
gales, sparrows, and poacocks. At least 12 different technigges of stitching heve
boen identified. Spaced sbout the central medellion equidistantly is in intriguing

symbol imown as the tasha Timur @ or Seel of Tamerlane that is
¥

frequently met with on Tur brocedes and carpets from the
15th = 1Tth centuries. The symbol is usually associsted with
thres wavy lines that are consl- - : dered to be the stripes of =
tigar. The relation of this sym~ ?\ balto Timer the Oreat or lame is
unknown and poesibly of arbitrary attribution as therse is a dis-
tinet peossibility that the symbol ie derived from Buddhist icono-
graphy representing tha Three Jewals - the Buddha, the Dherma or Llaw, and the Sanghs,
or Community of Buddhists - in which each Buddhist tskes refuge. The thres Wavy
lines rapresant cloude surrcunding the Jewels - clouds being symbols in this case of
ignorsnce snd illusion that distert Truth. That a Buddhist symbols should have crept
into Ottoman art is not surpriaing if ons considers that there ware still aizeable
Buddhist communities in Persis end Afghenistan well into the 15th century, snd thet
the Mongols and Turks had close aesocistions with Buddhiem in Central Asie for centu-
rims. Thet it should have beesn incorporated in & me'il cover for a Jewish synagogus
is explicable by reason of its baving been initially & cushion cover and with little
doubt was copied from e woven textiles of an earlier date. HMost embrolderies of this
type ars attempts to sopy in embroidery soma of the mors luxurlous and expensive velour
and silk gold woven brocades.

Two other embroideries in thies category ere sxecuted on an identleal silk, though
the designe aro not so rich nor is there such a variety of stitches. The designs ars

Copyright = Jewlsh Museum, Athens, Greece
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purely Greek as opposed to Ottoman and one, With a double headed Byzantine esgle in

the central medallion, has been invarted so that the design is upside down when tha
textils has besn attached to the tik for religious purposes.

&) The last category of textiles comprises several fine piescas of 17th = 18tk
eentury embroldery thet can deffinitely be pleced as Epirote, or from the vicinity of
Ioammina, It might be of interest to some of our readers that the study of Iosnnine
and Epirote embroideriss las been seriously hampered by a number of authoritetive
works which appearsd early in this cemtury. Prior to World War I theras was grest in—
terest in Gresk folk embroidery and some of the richast known at thot tirs wWere from
Iocannina. It took little time for deslers working out of Athens and Kerkyra (Oorfu)
to discover the avidity with which collactors and museums wars sesking theam, and in a
short time all sorts of nesdlework from pleces as far eMay as Thrace and tha Cyeladas
Islands wers being offered ms suthentic from Icannina. Very scon & number of experts
published suthoritative works dealing with thess and by the mid '30's the plcture
wae very confused and contradictory. Many of the smbroideries in our collsction ars
espacially valuable today as they ere all 'pedigroesd! in the sense that we kmow for
vertain in mest cases the exact provenance of u pisce as having besn made by a parti-
cular grandmothsr or passed on in one femily for several genersticns. They thus pro-
vide mn important clus to both needlework and iconography in e specific eres of Gresces

L I

The widow of' the late Haham Abraham J. Farin gave the Missum five Saloniks editions
deting from the 10th century and ber hughsnd's instruments for shehita-and brith. Mr.
Farin was born in Edirne (Adrianople) in the late l2th century and studied there be—
fore moving to Salonila. He lster sarved the Athens Community as Shohat, Mohsel, end
teanher snd died in Cotober 1978, His loss wes felt by many in our Community, but es=
pecially by the Museuz as We drew fraquently on his knowledge of lLadino as well as of
Rabbela,

Among the articles doneted by Mrs. Farin 1s & mmall puree conteining 160 silver
colns used for the 'Pedion'. This rits wno/is parformed pricr to 'Shehrit' (morning
prayers) for the purposs of warding off the Evil impulse. After a short meditstion
the colns are ssparsted into various numerica! groum sach of which adds up to & epe-
oific Hume of God or to certsin of the Sephirote or emanations of Ein Soph. Afber
separating the coins and contempleting the sttribute comnected with the specific
Hare: e.g. Marcy, Justice, ate., the coins are all gathered together into the origl-
nal number.

Consarvation

As we ore still a mmsll Miseum, We have tried to teks adventage of 4his and to puaren-
tos that we kesp abreagtwith the never endin: problem of conservation. Thus far we
have besn fortunate in bedng able to ocall on the assistance of Ms. Helen Rokou and Mr.
Timon Tueoksle for some of the larger pieces requiring consarvation. HRecently, through
a combined donstion by Mr. and Mrs. A. Eremer of iiew Jersey, Me. Nore Lavin of Phils-
delphia, Dr. and Mre. L. Mintz of Detroit, Dr. and Mre. J. Loewenstein and Mr. Jan
Witchel of Hew York, we have besn able to obtain ths necessary squipment and cheslesls
nesded to do some of ocur own work.

The arrival of the Icanninm textiles crested & somewhat critioml situstion as most of
them had been paciced tightly in m crate for over 20 years and hed, therefors, suffered
from fungal end/or insect attack me well as from humidity snd natural desey. However,
thoy had at least been saved from the equally disastrous effects of deterrent washing
and sunlight. Most of the books were attacked by red-ret on the bindings end by =il-
dew snd fungus. In order to administer 'first aid', we decided o turn ths central
portion of the present display ares into a working laboratory. We now have = thymel
chewber For books and fabrics, but most of the paper conservation snd washing of tex-
tiles has to be done alsovwhere.

Copyright 1980 -~ Jewish Musoum, Athons, Grecce



4 6

- Afpr Pive months of work, we have finally compluted conservaticn op tho last of
tho "tilideim' in tho colleoction. Three of those mpasurs over JU oms. in height, arc
ootagenal in shaps and mede of hend-hewn boards. One was found to contain iis origi-
val Bapher written in o clear Sophardi ecript on leather. The thres tikkim ir ques-
tion were found in the Patras Bymagogus prior to ite domolition last yosr. They had”
beon coversd with four to slx layers of bronze paint, but despite this, ono could
still make out desp wood—carving (as opposed to pesso decorations) that formed crowns
en the top ¢f the cases. One had boon badly damszed and most of its decoration had
besn broken of . A tornm and solled me'il still covered one end bore a dedication
to the K'K of Heraklsion in Crete. Since thoy are all of similar design snd decora=
tion as well as technique, it would esem that they all came from the islend, poe-
sibly at tha beginning of the csntury.

Subsequent te X~ray, Infrea-Red analyeisz as well as to analysls of peint layers, con-
dition of woed etc., We bezan conservation first by treating tioe weod for termites
and for worm infastation. Than the ssctions of the cases thot hed bean wealkened

by worms and dampness ¥era strenpgthened by using an apoxy resin, and then the bronze
paint was stripped away layer by layer. Ths casen have now besn completely cleaned
and reveal brilliantsclors and clear zold lea® as well me silver leal deceration.
The technigus of cesso {plaster) decoration doea not fit any that we have been sble
toctrace directly to Crete, ond the style of tho decoration is decidedly not post-
Byzmntine ss often seen in the Wood-carving of Crete. Hather,; the charaster is
Italisn, possibly Venstian, end they =ay even feasibly coms from Corfu or Kerkyra
wiere the Venotians had an importent center. From the hand=hewn iron nails end
hinres it seoms very possible that the onses all date from the late léth - early
17th esrturies.

The fourth of the tikicim %o bs olsaned wap fourd in the storsroom of the Athena Syna-
pozue where articles destined for the gnizeh ars kept. It was broken in two halves,
was peinted o dull brown with creem interier in oil paint and had quite old appear—
ing hinges. Therse Were somo obvious sdditions to the 'tik' in the form of additional
pectione of wood thpt hed been nallad on the bottom and top to form a bass end
Torown'. After on sxacingtion, we Jound that thore ¥Yere Lraces of a layer of water-
soluble =ezso covering the entire cese #nd under this layer a water-based paint de-—
sign. Wo could not uss solvente Lo separate the layers (the oil paint was no problexm
but the layer of peseo, soluble in weter, would have taken away with it the lowast
layar of paint), =0 We removed tho outaor peint layer me well as the gesso by the uss
of surgical scalpels, poinstakingly chipfing avay tha antirs surface. The case is
ootagonal and eech of the eight panels hes branches of hyacinth, tulips, rcess, al-
mond blossoms, and the two panals thal zeet when the cmoe is closed esch have twWo
sliced sections of wetermelom, revealing the scarlet, black-seeded flosh inside.

The technique, designe, end style ars nil reminiscent of Cttomen and Bouthsrn Balkan
vork of the 17th and 1lith centuries. 3umor has it thot the 'tilk' was brought to
Athens after the War from Preveza-Arta. Both of these Ocmmunities hed large numbers
of persons who traced thelr origins to the Paloponnasos epd had come to the main-
land after the destruction of Jewioh Comminitles following the outbreak of ths

Gresk Var of Independence in 1821. It is tempbine to think thet perhaps this 'tik’
wan witnoss to thoee chaotic years.

Copyright 1980 - Jewish Miseum, Athens, Groc



+Romaniote Jewish Costume

The ters 'Romaniote’ e used to digtinguish thoss Jeda in Sreece Whoge orlsins can be
traced to the period prior to the arrival of the Sepharsdim in the late 15th and ‘ear-
1y 1&th centuriss. The word means 'Romsn' and in common parlsnce distinguiches thase
Jews as Romunicte from the Oreek Christians, who for cemturies considersd themselves
ap 'Remaioi'. Both are united by o comson language, OGrask, by pany cd=mon cuatats

and mors especiglly by their ability to trace their history to the Byzantine or Bast-
arn Roman Expire. As specifically used by Jews and Greeis, these terms distingulish
then from the grest runber of racisl groups that lived in the Scuthern Balkans under
the Bupire: Viachs, Pomcks, Bulgarians, Serbs, Slave, Albaniens, ste.

In geriaral, 1t can ba safely said that prior to the 20th oentury, the Fommniote and
Sephardic Communities in Greece were quite neatly separsted end 'inter—arriage'

was quits rars. Geogradhically the Fomanlots Communities cocupied the Western part
of Gresce and the Psloponessos, Karkyra, loennina, Preveza, Arta, Zaigmtbos, Fatraa,
Tripeiip, Hufpacton. Thae Sephardie Communitias occupled west of the sastern sec=
tions of Greeos sava for Volos. The center of their cultural lif'e was st Seleonile
and the mein centers Wwera Rhodes, Blirne, Kos, Itmir eto., not to mention Constan=
tinople. 'In =moast of theso dities thero had been aizeable Romoniot®s Comminitiss prier
to the arrivel of thas Eapl;i.r,nd.im, howsver, with the arrivel of thess, too n-rlgim.l:
Jewish inhabitents wore forced to acoept the Spanish minhay as well as the 43"!51-1-!-5!!
and tredition. Within a gsneration rr szo all trace of ths Romspiotes hed practicel-
1y vanished from thesge cities. Only Salopika and Constantinoples still had Romaniote
Synagogues where the old minhag was carried out. It fs intoresting thaot we lmow
slgnificantly more of the Bspharadim in Gresce than we know <7 the Romanictes, and
this includes cur krowledre of dress as well.

Chie of the reasons for this ie that in the 19th cestury the area that wa call Graece
today ¥as dividad roughly into two zopes. Tt wes divided by a lins that couid bs
dravn from Arts to Volos scrose the canter of the mainland. The area to the north
continuad to ba under Cttaman rule; the eree to the zouth wae under the Greslc Nonar-
chy that had besh sstablished in 1029, The Jews in the north, end sspecially the
‘Bspharandim who had besn invited into Lhe Ottoman BEupire by none other than the Sultan
Beyazid himpslf, tended to link thelr Fortunes with the (ttomans. Thus they suf-
fared under the sdonomic and social decline of institutions thet charasterized the
USick Man of Burora® during the 18th and 19th centuriss. They tended to be hiphly -
eangervative and in-grown, and thie is reflected in thelr tenaciocus hold on old tre-
ditione, especially in drees: one could still pee ledles snd aven old men in the
cortuma of their great-prandparents es lete as 1950.

On the other hand, the Romaniote Jews, be thay in the libercted couth of Greece or in
Irredentist Gr&acu ouch as Ioannina, tended dus to their language (Greek) and tradi-
tions {'Roman') to identify with the prowing Xingdon of Greeces. The Gresl Christians,
under a Baverian Menarohy, Were rapidly becoming suropearized, and the signs of this
ware first noticesble in the adoption of Wostern dress. As n congeduence, ot & cofi—
paratively early date tho Jews of locannine, Arta,Preveza, Patras, Kerkyre ote. ap—
parently stopped wearing thelr traditlional costums and sdopbed Western sttirs. Thus
We have photos of families from Salonils dating from 1900 in which gll of the mem~
bars are Wearing the traditional Sephardic dress, snd contesporary plotures from
Crete or loamnina in which the only indicetion that the pescple posing ware still un—
der Cttoman rule ia the appearance of the fez on the heads of the men. OtherWise

anll of the men as well o the Woman are wesring contemporary Biropsan dreas.

However, the Romaniote drese was not completely lost to uk.

In the eollgstion of the Miseum thers are & number of photegraphs taken through the
sarly part of this century which show individuale dressed in costumes for the cele-
bration of Purim in Jeannina. This Holiday, Talllng roughly st the time of the
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Greelc Ohristian 'apolorees' or Mardl Gras, was sspecially celebratsd by Greek Jawa. A
Undoybtedly the 'ecommon' Gebylomian or Persisn snemy of the Greeks snd the Jows made
Purim mors significent then Hepnulkah (which maices no bones about mentioning the per—
fidioue Oresks, and was, perheps, s couse for ezbarasazent)s Vhet iz cspscielly
striking about these costumes is authenticity snd consistency of style and the rich-
nass of decoraticn. These are no haphazardly cssesbled suifits but have & dafinite
unity. The Musaim also has thres complote Purim costumes from Ioannins snd- slx bro-
deds jaelets without sleoves, all liced with silk end decoratad with gold esbroidery
down the Ironts end baclkss The fabric of the costumes is Oriental brocede, some of
it being from Damascus and others from Bukhara and Alsppo. Sonwe of the material and
devoration is mueh elder than others, however what unites these cosiumes sre the com=—
ponents: a shalyar (bagey trousers), pukemis gnil'h; shirt), pishli (= heavily ssbroi-
dered jmcket Wilh high collar and long alseves), and yelek (walsicoat). (The pishli
ia e variatios of the Turkish eslesved jacket loxown e & tchegkqu.]

Alpo from Ioannina iz s Purim costume that is altogether diffarent in design thpugh
nede of a rich Damapcus brocade. This particular dress is in vhat is celled the
Tamalin' sivle thel became characteristic ms the Oreek National costums of woman in
tha 19th century. Ite origins sre interssting ne it wes designed by Queen A=alis,
vhe Wils of King Otto and 1t incorporates some.of the treditionsl detalls of Gresk
with the styles curremt in the early gart of the 15th contury in Birops. It consiets
of a very full tight-welsted elcirt end a tight-fitting jecket with long ‘sleeves, the
igwer prrte of wiich, from the elbow to ths wrist, ars slit along the bottoms se that
thay hang loosely. Usually on the head was worn x red Gresi faz with & long taesel
{founda Ythat hung over tha shouldar.

{n close sxeminetien of the Musoun's Amalis costume; it was found that it had besn re-
tavn and that the metching feoas weas made up of several piecas of pre-smbroidered silk.
The aldrt was sown obliguely et certain points and ineorporsted cuts of cloth that
weore obviously talten from o garment of quite differsnt desiyn. By making patterns
from these sewn edies ¥hot emerred wers the pleces of a shalvar, the ezmbroldered cuffas
of Which hed bean cut off and made into a fez. The jaoket had been cub down to fit e
saller psrsen, and ite Ottoman charscter had been obliterated by tightening the
wadst and opening ths bodice. In short, what we had was & costume identical in ite
beeic alasant to tha othars in the collection.

Apart from thess richiy made garments, there are other single pleces in the Missum col-
lsction including shalvars made of burnished cotton, linen, &nd cambric as well as ye-
lekp of heavy patasrial. The shalvarz that ore mede of less rich cloth usuelly have &
relativaly high sut erotoh, approximately spenming the mros mcross tie knee height,
wWiisreas the richer sghalvers hava a crotch that spara the ares between the snkles-

Tithout doubt these nre original costuses of the Icannina Jewesees that were worn prior
to the zrowing trend to Hellenization sesn sfter 1350. Vhen the Turkish style dress
vis dropped end Ruropean fashlon sdopted, thess garmente were relegated to baing worn
a8 heirloom pieces once & year st Purim, and were proserved for us either in the ori=
gluals or in the varlous photogrephs of Furim Pastivities.

The JoWesses of Joannina once wore & very rich dress that was completely Ottoman in
charaecter, especlally in the form of the shalvar end ths distinetien made bot¥Wesn
working dress (that with the high cut orotch) and the festive or 'lounge' drezs

where the eroteh wae very low and made movement cusbersome. Over this entirs sn-
samble was worn s long black coat, not unlike the Ottoman faredln; 2 varsion of which
is still worn by the Pomolc and Turkish women of Thraca. On the Read the Women wors
e richiy esbroldered or printed yemeni or headscarf: Details in cut, decoration,

and errangesont differentiste this dress from that worn by Christimns, be they Alba-
nien or Groek or Turks from the Ioannina raglenm.
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The following recipes are typical of dishas prepared Tor Bukketh by some of the tradi-
tionally oriented fomlilies in Gresce today. Tholr origins can be traced beck to
sither Romaniote or Sephardic Communities.

Reyenadas [ Komotini-Threcea)
Tho follawing recipe for stuffed tomatces is common to most Craek Jaﬁ“ﬂh Comuunitien
in one variant or another. Thio perticuler one is from Komotini end is typical to
Thrace and Eastern Macedopia. Reyenadas are usually esten cold.

6 or 8o madium size tomstoss
& or ‘g0 mediun size greon bell poppers

Filling: 2 cupws rice
1 largs onlon
1 large tomats (plinned)
4=5 ths. pine nuts
L-5 ths. blecl currants
1 tap. thymas
4 tbe. cheppad dill and parsley
1=l tbe. sugar or honey
& thes olive oil
galt ‘and pepper to taste.

Jarefully cul the caps off and ‘set eside. Thon secop out the interiors of the tomatoos
snd peppors and sot them aside. {(The tomatose mey ba eseded end the pulp ueed instesd
of the tozato needed for the £illing).

Jhon the onion very fins; then saute it in the olive oil untll it is trensperant. Add
che pine nuts, sugar or honay, tometo pulp or chopped skcinned toweto, rice, salt, and
pappar. SLir the mixturs wall and allow 1% €o slmeer [or aboui 5-10 minutss. Then andd
a sufficient mgoumt of water to cover the mixturs to about a thumb jolnt in depth, low-
ar tho heat and slmuer gently until creters agpear on the surfecs and the liquid is
aliioet completely nbsorbed. Ramove from the heat, cover tightly and allov it te sit
for 20 minotes. Than remove the 1id and codl.

Fill the hollownd out tametoas and peppers to just bolow ths opaning and placs the caps
snck on fop. Heat about 3 ths. of olive oil in a frying pan and very gently Iry the
stulled vagetables, making sure that they fo not split. Vhen the exteriors are -slight-
Iy "wilted', arrange tho vegstables in a larga, desp belking dish and add enough water
Lo sover then aboul hall way. Pour the elive oll over thom and place in a pre-heated
\350 degroee) oven for 45 minutoe. Remove and eat either hot or cold.

& ¥ 9 B & & & B @

Bourekakis - Boureksa (Salonika)

foureknn are sayory filled pastries that are lmown in Turkish es borekler. They can
oo mede using commeroial 'fylla' or, botter still, using home made dough. The reci-
ps ard propearation for this is given below:
Dough: 3 cup oliye oil

é cup water

flour- es needed

salt
Hix the o1l end water in n lerge saucopan apd bring to a beil. As soon as it has
rogched the boiling peint, stir well and remove from the heat and begin to stir im
the flour (you ehould need about 3-4 cupa)s As #oon as a good rich dough has boon
formed; roll it out on a well floured board and knead for about five minutes until
mmootii, Them roll it oui ss-thin es possible, meiing sure thet the does doss not ba—
7in %o oreck. Uslog o large biscuit cutter, ocut clroles sbout 45 inches in diemeter.
Into the conter of eech put a good zpoonful of the filling, crimp the odgss well and
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Hevipea Bourekss [continued)

grrasge on & well premsed baking tin and brush the surface wiih sither & little oil
or tha white of mn egg. Balte st 400 degrees in a pre-heated 'oven for ¢ an'hour of
until golden brown oo tep.

If you use commercial 'fylla', teke s sguare of  'fyllse' sbout U x { lnchea and
brugh tha siyfece with oil. Place a spoonivl of the fillins in the corteriend thah
fold down tha top of the 'fylla' Lo resasch the bottom: You should now have the £L11-
ing encased slonz tho top and the edzas closest to you. Vow Told up the lover ecge:
to maet the top, and you should have & £let tibs 8 inchan Lonz with filling cicassd
in tho center. Using the senter top of the filling es your point, fold over the
to ohde mt &5 degres enples so that they cross over the top of the fillins, ard
then turn them upder and behind. You should now have s neat triangle with the £L11-
ing in the contaer. I you use this method, tha bourelas should be friasd in fedirly
hot olivo oil until they are orisp and brown.

Fllling: 1 1b. ground beef
2 gedivm size onlons chopped fine
1 elove of garliss orushed
2 hasinsdos, finely chopped
1 the. oliye oll
2 tbes chopped dill leaves
2 the. matsah meal :
i ezp
onlt and popper

E‘ﬂ-ﬂ; the cho pped onion ontll it is traneparent, then sdd the weat and fry untkl it
beging to brown. MAdd to this the heslnedeos, dill loaven; omtealy, ‘and stir in weil.
samova from the heet and sllow the mixtura -to cool for m fogv =inutes and bhen stir
in well the beaton ogz. Mix well, salt end rapper to tast~ = Jsn as filling.

R OEE R T

Bpentzopountza - (Isaniing)

Douphs: 1-2 tha. surar
4 gups {lour
L agg
2 4hp, oliym oil
watar

Mix the flour, sode, and sugar togethar. Then mix in the beateon ezz, olive oil, end
sbout 5 thas of weter. Mix with o wooden spéom until @ riech doush has formed eud
thon turn out und lmesd Tor about five minutes.

Filling: &'ths. grourd walnuts and almondo
& the. suzar
£ the. honey or raisln syrup
k ths. sultanas and black currints
ground elnnanon and cloves Lo tamta
bifx all this vory well in a largs mixing boul.

Aell outtho dough onto a largs shoot about - Ingh thiolk, then out it into strip.
sbout -9 inches loeng by 2 imhan-ﬁzﬂr inchae wide. Along the couter spread e lanzth

af the filling, and theh carefully pull up tha sides and pinch then teogethor ec as-

1o emite w 'apins'. Carafully bond the lengih around oo as Lo have one end join the
other and pinoh well together to form a filled cirole. Arrenge en avell oiled belking
tray, toon bake at 250-300 degress in & slow pre-heated oven until they ers light brov

Qopyright 1980 — Jewlsh Fuscus, Athens, ‘to

.l'|-,.|-

L]



