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A NEW BUILDING FOR THE MUSEUM
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It is appropriate that 1992, the year that com-
memorates the safe haven provided in the 15th
century to Sephardi Jews fleeing from Spain, should
also see the acquisition of a permanent home for the
Jewish Museum of Greece. To date the Jewish
Museum has gone through two stages in its develop-
ment. In 1977 we began the initial stage of trying to
determine whether or not a sufficient amount of
material could be found to warrant a museum at all.
In the course of the first two years, a basic collection
of both ethnographic and religious artifacts was
assembled, and by 1979 we had begun. to contact
other institutions and individuals by means of a
newsletter. In 1982 the work of the museum was
being carried out by three persons under conditions
that saw the collection, archives (photographic and
other), and emergency conservation as well as stor-
age being carried out in a single room measuring 11
by Il meters. Through the work of the Friends of the
museum, in Greece and the U.S., the museum was
re-located in 1985 in a quite handsome building—
though these were rented quarters. The increasing
importance of the museum in both community as
well as inter-communal life, prompted a serious
effort to provide it with a proper and permanent
home. The new building is a neo—classic building of
the late 19th century, located not far from the
present site, at 39 Nikis Street. Funds were provided
by the Greek and American Friends of the Jewish
Museum, as well as the Central Board of Jewish
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Communities in Greece and the Jewish Community
of Salonika. An architect-engineer has already pro-
vided guidelines for a complete reconstruction of the
exterior of the building, as well as an extension of the
interior space. The director of the museum is in the
process of designing the interior and it is hoped that
with the forthcoming Newsletter plans and a visual
presentation will be made accessible. Needless to
say, the final stage of the evolution of the museum in
a permanent home is going to require great sacrifice
and commitment. The museum has proven itself
during the past few years to be an important reposi-
tory for the heritage of Greek Jewry. In the future
the museum has plans to enlarge its community
activities aggressively through public services in-
cluding lectures, publications, and exhibitions. It is
also envisaged that the museum become an impor-
tant point of contact for the youth of the Jewish
community and a means of drawing them together
in a common and creative endeavour.

The rapid expansion of the museum speaks for
itself. That it has achieved a role not only in Greece
but in Europe and the U.S. is of note and we need
the assistance of you, our friends and supporters, in
order to carry out this final stage of its evolution. In
light of present economic conditions in the world our
present task appears problematic but we are confi-
dent that your assistance in the past will be doubled
and made manifold in the future.

N. Stavroulakis / Director
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Recent Loan to the Museum: Three Romaniote Ketuboth.

Not long after the termination of the Second
World War, the survivors of the Jewish community
of Ioannina gave a number of artifacts to the Ioanni-
na city council for inclusion in a museum that was to
be set up in one of the abandoned mosques. Until
last year, three of those artifacts, in the form of rare
Romaniote marriage contracts, hung quite indif-
ferently in dark corners of the building. Two of these
are from loannina and the third is from 17th century
Corfu. The current mayor of Ioannina, Mr. Philipas
Philios, who is almost solely responsible for arousing
interest on the part of young loanniotes in the

history of their city, approached the Jewish Museum
concerning future co—operation. At that time it was
proposed that the kettuboth be brought to Athens
and properly cleaned and documented for the first
time. The first part of this project at least has been
realized and at considerable expense the documents
are now properly conserved and in the process of
being documented. The cost of conservation was
born by a generous gift of Dr. and Mrs. Mimi and
Andrea Cohen of Chicago and the Sisterhood of

lIoannina in New York through the efforts of the late
Dr. Rae Dalven.


















