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OBSERVATIONS ON A HOLOCAUST DOCUMENT

Stephanos Rozanis, Director
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In our issue No 21, Summer 1987, we presented
one of the original boardsheets that appeared on
public buildings of Kerkyra on the 9th of June 1944,
the day on which the Jewish community of the
Island was arrested. The translation of the
proclamation is the following:

NOTICE TO THE PEOPLE OF KERKYRA

In our Island of Kerkyra, just as in the rest of
Greece, the Israelites have been rounded up and are
waiting to be sent to forced labour. This measure is
welcomed on behalf of the native population of
Kerkyra and will benefit our beloved and beautiful

island.

KERKYRANS - PATRIOTS

Now commerce is in our own hands!

Now it is we who will reap the seeds of our
labours.

Now the financial and provisional situation will be
to our benefit!

The whole of the Jewish property will be handed
over to the Greek state, therefore to all. The
municipality will receive the property and will be in
charge of it.

Whoever embezzles this property is an enemy of




the nation and will be executed. Respectively,
capital punishment will be applied to anyone who
will conceal real estate or personal property
belonging to Jews.

Anyone that has articles that belong to Jews must
hand them over to the police till the 12th of this
month. The same applies to people who possess
keys of Jewish houses or stores.

All Jews who did not present themselves on the
day of the call are obliged to present themselves to
the administration of either the police or the
gendarmery. Unless they present themselves they
will be shot. Similarly, those that hide Jews or are
aware of their place of residence and do not report
it to the authorities will receive the same
punishment.

Keep calm and order.

Long live Kerkyra our beautiful Island.

New research regarding this holocaust document,
which our museum has on display, reveals
important historical facts that answer some
questions which remained open.

1. On 6th June 1944, the Allied forces landed in
Normandy. “The long-awaited second front was in
being. In the east, the Red Army was poised to
renew its offensive.” (See, Martin Gilbert: The
Holocaust, Guild Publishing, London, 1986, p. 683).
On 9th June, 1944 at 6:00 a.m. the Germans
rounded up 1795 Jews of Kerkyra (Martin Gilbert
op. cit. page 683) in Kato Plateia. Men of SS and
Greek policemen guarded them. After their
registration, they were sent to the city’s old fortress
(Palaion Frourion). At 8:00 a.m. of the same day,
the German garison commander called to his office
the Governor, the Mayor and the Chief of Police of
the Island. He then gave them a proclamation with
their names already printed on it and asked them to
see to its circulation. The three representatives of
the Greek authorities had no other choice but to
accept the document as an accomplished fact. This
proclamation appeared on public buildings, but its
circulation among the pecople of Kerkyra was
limited. (See, The Israelites of Kerkyra, a chronicle
of seven centuries, Kerkyra, 1978, published by the
Jewish Community of Kerkyra, pp. 35-36).

2. The proclamation was printed in Larissa by the
German authorities, although a fascist printing
establishment existed in Kerkyra, publishing two

fascist newspapers “Il Littorrio” and “Gazzetta
Tonica”.

3. According to the Greek historian Kostas
Dafnis “from the content of the proclamation
becomes clear that the intention of the Germans
was to create the impression that the persecution of
the Israelites would be profitable for the people of
Kerkyra and, at the same time, that the native
people of the island approved of the measures
against the Jews.” (See, The Israelites of Kerkyra,
op. cit.p. 34).

5. The Jews of Kerkyra were sent to Auschwitz.
Two hundred were selected for forced labor and the
remainder gassed (See, Steven B. Bowman,
Encyclopedia of the Holocaust, Macmillan
Publishing Co. p. 614).

6. Miklos Nyiszli, a Hungarian Jewish doctor, who
was an eye-witness of the fate of the Jews of
Kerkyra, recalls:

“All four crematoria were working at full blast.
Last night they burned the Greek Jews from the
Mediterranean island of Corfu, one of the oldest
communities of Europe. The victims were kept for
twenty-seven days without food or water, first in
launches, then in sealed boxcars.

When they arrived at Auschwitz’s unloading
platform, the doors were unlocked, but no one got
out and lined up for selection. Half of them were
already dead, and the other half in a coma. The
entire convoy, without exception, was sent to
number two crematorium.

Work was accelerated during the night, so that by
morning all that remained of the convoy was a pile
of dirty dishevelled clothes in the crematorium
compound. I gazed sadly at the hill of rags,which,
little by little grew wet and soggy beneath a fine
autumn rain.

Glancing upward, I noticed that the four lighting
rods, placed at the corners of the crematorium
chimneys,were twisted and bent, the result of the
previous night’s high temperatures.” (See, Martin
Gilbert,op.tit. pp. 698-99)

7. About the final fate of the Jews of Kerkyra,
Primo Levi writes: ”a group of four hundred Jews
from Corfu, who in July 1944 had been ingluded in
the squad [Sonderkommandos], refused without
exception to do the work and was immediately
killed by gas” (see Primo Levi, The Drowned and
the Saved, Ahacus, p. 41).




attracted people’s attention, but it is debatable
whether they really have made people worry.
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So far as Greece is concerned, even a brief
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was the same generation that persecuted the same
minority a short time ago.

The anti-minority events of 1891 in the Ionian
Islands, which led to the exodus of the better half of
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Old Jewish house from Zakynthos

analysis of the phenomenon, might appear to be of
doubtful value. There are people who may say that
it is unnecessary, since the attitude of the average
Greek is clear and his/her arguments well-based: in
their overwhelming majority, the Greek people are
against racial prejudice. Yet, others claim that such
analysis presents opportunities to put forward an
integral and coherent view of the phenomenon in a
wider, European or Mediterranean, context. This
lAtter view becomes more notable, if one takes into
account that Jews and Greeks are peoples with great
similarities.

In their long history, the Greek people have
sometimes committed acts against minorities.
Indeed, a very strange phenomenon has sometimes
occurred: the generation who defended the rights of

the Jewish community of the Ionian Islands took
place after the union with Greece in 1864. It is
therefore impossible to claim that the local Greeks
faced difficulties of foreign occupation, which made
them turn against the minority: the events were
rooted in social-economic realities, rather than
“external” factors. This persecution made the
islands significantly poorer (it was then that the
future great poet Albert Cohen, still a child in 1891,
left the islands). It is distressing to note that one of
the people responsible for the events was lakovos
Polylas, politician, poet and publisher of the Greek
national poet, Dionysios Solomos.

Last year, Zakynthos had the privilege of
celebrating the fiftieth anniversary since the rescue
of its entire Jewish community from Nazi



















