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The Museum regrets a confusion in communica-
tions in which issue 19 of the Newsletter did not appear.
The present edition includes much of the material that
was intended for that issue, plus current acquisitions and
activities of the Museum. In the future the Newsletter will
be printed in Greece, in a Greek and English edition. We
wishto thank the AFJMG who have, since 1980, done such
an excellent job in assuming this responsibility of the
Museum.

The Survey of Jewish Monuments in

Grreece.

In 1978, a year after the foundation of the Museum,
an initial and privately funded survey of Jewish monu-
ments in Greece was set in motion. At that time it was
apparent that such a survey was needed to record build-
ings that were in immediate danger of collapse or loss in
other ways. It was also felt that this survey would give us
the opportunity not only to visit all of the sites in Greece,
but also to get an idea of what was left in communities that
have themselves suffered so much destruction and neglect
since the war. Between the years 1978 - 1983 the initial
survey was completed. The staff of the Museum visited all
of the known sites, and photographed them in black-and-
white, plus colour [slides]. This material has been the
basis for establishing priorities for the final survey. Most
of this part of the survey was funded privately or through
the assistance of the Memorial Foundation for Jewish
Culture in New York.

Last summer it was possible, through a generous
grant from Mrs. Joanna Rose of New York, to set in
motion the second part of the survey. This involves a
complete photographic record of a site, architectural plans
of the building, and a transcription of all inscriptions.
Such material is ultimately to be incorporated in a series
of uniform volumes that will allow both scholars and
interested lay-persons to have access to data and material
relevant to a specific community. Through the time and
efforts of Mr. Dimitri Argyriades, Mrs. Mathilda Beraha,
Mrs. Stella Levy, and Mr. Bill Soloway, a team of three
young architects was chosen in New York. All three were
recent graduates of Cornell University: Miss Laurie Hal-
lows, Mr. Scott Lauer, and Mr. David Zink-Brody.

The site chosen for study was the 17th century
synagogue of Etz Hayyim, in Hania on the Island of
Crete. This building has been abandoned to squatters and
neglect since the arrest and subsequent drowning of the
community in 1944. In 1973, during the presidency of the
Central Board of Jewish Communities of Mr Daniel
Alhanati, the present director of the Museum was allowed
to closely examine the building and to hire workmen for
the purpose of strengthening parts of the building that
were in danger of collapse. At this time it was discovered
that the synagogue had been converted into such from an
older building of the 14th century, that could only have
been the Venetian Church of Saint Catherine that appears
on many old maps of the city. It appears that at the time
of the Ottoman seizure of the city of Hania and the
departure of the Venetians, that the church was given to
the Jewish Community that was now allowed to expand




outside of the old Venetian imposed ghetto. It was felt
that more intimate knowledge of this site would assist in
smooth performance during this initial project.

During the latter part of July, until the end of
August, the three architects carried out their work with
excellent results. When possible, they had the assistance of
members of the staff of the Museum, but the two persons
who threw themselves wholeheartedly into the task were
Bill Soloway of New York and Mrs. Georgia Nikiforakis,
an architect from Hania, who has had experience in
working on many of the old buildings in the city. She not
only acted as local liaison, but also lent her office, and
occasionally supplies, to the students.LE]

At present the results of the survey are being
organized into such a form that will enable an initial
publication - hopefully within the year. Plans are also
afoot for a second season during the summer of 1987 on a
site that is under consideration at the moment.

Cover from essay written on the Museum by Mathilda Vital after a visit
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Recent Events in the Museum

Visit of the Generation of Survivors to the Museum.
During the latter part of 1986 a group of 20 young Israelis
visited the Museum and held a morning seminar under

the direction of Mr. Marcel Yoel. All of the members of

the group could trace their origins back to Salonika, and
the purpose of their association is to promote an aware-
ness of the Holocaust, to root out anti-semitism and its
effects on Israel and Jews in the Diaspora, and to promote
good relations between Greece and Israel.

After being guided through the Museum, refresh-
ments were served and a seminar was led by Mr. Yoel.
The director of the Museum was invited to speak on a
theme regarding Jewish identity and the role of the Jewish
Museum. As a result of the lecture,a rap session developed
over the question of identity and what exactly this en-
tailed. The very serious question of a Jewish identity that
could be vital and creatvie was posed against views that
appear to define the Jew against the background of the
Holocaust as survivor or a pseudo-Israeli identity (my feet
are in New York, but my heart is in Jerusalem). Two
other forms of Jewish identity were also pinpointed. One is
the self depracating and cliche ridden cultural Jew whose
real identity appears to be based on jokes and self ridicule.
The other is the image of the Jews as sly and acquisitive,
that has been the basis of much anti-semitism, but
occasionally made into a pattern of emulation by Jews. All
of these questions were interestingly focused into a pers-
pective that apparently the Museum had inspired. What
struck the group as a whole, was the Museum as a
celebration of Jewish life and creativity. The very interest-
ing and, alas, unanswered question at the end of the
morning visit was, what exactly gave the Jewish com-
munities in Greece the strong sense of self confidence and
strength that is reflected so clearly in the artifacts of daily
life and the ambiance in whcih they lived. This was a
question that was formulated to become a matter of study
before the group returns to Greece - possibly this year.

Visit of Students from the Jewish
Day School in Athens - 16th Feb.

Twelve students from the Jewish day school were
brought to the Museum by their teacher Mrs. Lena
Errera. Fortunately, we had just completed the manne-
quins for the costume room and they were arranged so as
to show off their finery. The students were conducted
through the Museum by Mrs Rosa Benveniste, and, after
refreshments, were given a class in history concerning
Greek Jewry by their teacher. Not long after their visit, the
studetns submitted to the Museum their impressions of
their visit in the form of essays and drawings that were
later displayed.




SR Rt R P

—



















