Director’s Report

We are in the midst of our ‘Sabbath Year’ which for-
tunately does not require that the Museum either rest or
decrease its activities. During the past few weeks there
has been a lull in visitors as this is the low tourist season
and we have taken advantage of longer periods of con-
centration to design and build specific exhibits. As we
anticipate a very active Spring and Summer with a low
potential of up to 150-200 visitors a day it is imperative
that we have representative exhibitions prepared that
will lessen the present need for individual tours through
the Museum. The docents should be able to assume this
responsibility by acting as guides, though, at the same
time we feel that the exhibits must be made in such a
manner that they allow the artifacts to speak for
themselves. This presents unusual challenges for us as
the Museum has three facets that must be kept quite
distinctive. As a historical Museum it must interpret the
2400 year old Jewish presence in Greece. As an
ethnographic Museum we must interpret Jewish
‘ethnicity’ in two forms; Greek or Romaniote and
Sephardic. As a Jewish Museum in the strict sense of
the word, the Museum must also make clear the basic
elements of Judaism as a way of life and religious obser-
vance.

This month we have completed six permanent ex-
hibits that we chose as examples of challenges in these
three areas of concern.

1. Abraham panel. This has been constructed
directly opposite the entrance and consists of a
coloured enlargement of the figure of Abraham
from the late Third Cent. C.E. Synagogue of
Dura Europos. This figure was chosen as it is
an example of Syro-Hellenistic iconography
characteristic of the wider range and influence
of Judaeo-Hellenistic life of the Antique
Period. More specifically it was chosen as
Abraham is the common Father of Jews,
Christians and Muslims and we have set up the
Biblical text in Hebrew, Greek, English and
Arabic in which God makes the promise to
Abraham that he will be the Father of many
nations.

2. Mezuzah exhibit. The First Jewish religious ar-
tifact that one encounters on entering the
Museum are the mezuzoth on the door posts.
This exhibit is designed to explain the meaning
of the Shema as a core principle of Judaism
and the manner in which it is constantly
brought to mind in the life of the observant
Jew. The actual making of the mezuzah parch-
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The Mezuzah

ment is explained as directed in the Talmud
and on display are twelve mezuzoth that have
been salvaged from abandoned or destroyed
Jewish houses in Greece. For visual material
we have incorporated a fine miniature from the
16th cent. showing a Jew touching a mezuzah
on departing from his house.

. The Jewish Year. As one enters the main ex-

hibition area there is now a large panel with the
title ‘The Jewish Year—The Sanctfication of
Time’ in Greek and English. Central to it is an
enlargement of a 13th cent. Spanish miniature
of a calendar of moveable Feasts. Around this
are spaced enlargements of miniatures taken
from various medieval Spanish and Italian
manuscripts of the six major Jewish
Holidays—Sabbath and New Moon, Pesah,
Shavuoth, Sukkoth, Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur.

. The Jewish Costumes. One half of this room

has been set aside and is still in the process of
being built. At the moment we have an exhibit
that will be permanent when the ‘setting’ has
been completed. We have a large number of
fine costumes and we wish to show them in
some context rather than simply having them
standing in cases. Thus we have designed the



Jewish Costumes Room. The Salonica Oda.

interior of a typical Jewish house in Salonika
with a bride and groom dressed in their finery
in one corner and several women visiting and
admiring the dowry which is spread, as was the
custom, across divans, on cloth-covered lad-
ders or hung on the walls. In this manner we
have managed to show how people lived, what
they wore and, even more important for us, we
have been able to exhibit quite dramatically
many of our finest artifacts in the form of gold,
silver, and embroideries.

5. Rabbinical and Kettuboth Room. This small
room has been divided and one half is
dedicated to photographs and mementos from
various rabbis in Greece. The earliest of these
being Rabbi David Angel who was the Archrab-
bi of Larissa in the mid 19th cent. Central to it
is a large photograph of R. Hayyim Habib who
was the locum tenens of the Arch-Rabbinate of
Salonika in the mid-thirties. He was a man
outstanding for his holiness and who after
atrocious public humiliations by the Nazis was
sent to Auschwitz where he perished in 1943.
The second half of the room has a display of
kettuboth and an explaantion of how they are
written and what they signify.

6. The Holocaust Room. We have put up a per-
manent exhibit that is beautifully lit showing
several artifacts from destroyed synagogues in
the form of a section of a Torah Scroll, a
broken Ner Tamid, a small oxidized cup that
was found in the ruins of the Poulieza
Synagogue of Kerkyra and a broken Magen
David from Patras. This room will take shape
eventually with displays around this central
theme.

None of the above exhibits could have materialized
without the devotion of a commited staff. At the mo-

P i

}
£
i
I

The Holocaust Room.

ment we are especially blessed with the presence of the
team of David Epp and Kathryn Catterill from Ottawa.
David and Kate are professional museologists with a
wide range of interests and disciplines. Both have of-
fered their services to the Museum for a period of three
months. Last year they spent a similar period working

in the Armouries of The Tower of London Museum in
London.

Nikos Hannan-Stavroulakis

Museum Events:

Docents

The preparation of the docents has taken on a new
form as during the lectures the initial wish to in-
troduce them briefly to Museum practice and a brief
survey of Jewish history has had to be re-evaluated.
A tfull course in Jewish history is now in progress
that will go on well into the Spring. The classes
meet twice a week in the Museum from 2:00 -4:00.

Hannukah Lecture

The Director has been asked to give a lecture to the
WIZO and AVIV ladies on the 18th December at
the Museum. The subject will be ‘The Symbolism of
Light in Judaism’. Eric and David have built a
splendid Hannukiah with glass oil lamp pittings that
will be lit during Hannuka and is to be placed in the
main window of the Museum overlooking the Zap-
peion Gardens.

Embroidery Class

Starting on the 15th January an embroidery class
will begin that is to last for ten weeks. Seventeen
persons (male and female) have thus far enrolled
and we anticipate more. The teacher, Ms. Iris
Feraggi, is a member of the British Guild of Em-
broiderers and apart from having her own studio in
Athens is also consultant at the Benaki Museum.

The Second International Congress for the Study of
Sephardi and Sephardi and Oriental Jewry has invited
the Director to give a paper on the 27th December in
Jerusalem. This paper will present un-published
material relevant to the development of Sephardic
costume in the Ottoman Empire.
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Modern Greek State and prior to the Fire
of 1917.

Pen and ink drawing of a woman from
Salonika wearing a kofya. c. 1920. Gift
~—of Mr. Erikos Kapouano, Athens.

Engraving from Stewart and Reeves An-
tiquities, Piot, Paris, vol. Ill. Acquisition
fund. This particular engraving was in-
tended to illustrate some of the
Hellenistic and Roman monuments still
standing in Salonika in the 18th cent. It
shows four caryatids supporting an ar-
chitrive that stretch across the entrance to

design to three other amulets in the col-
lection. They were used to ward off the
evil intentions and machinations of
Lillith, the first wife of Adam, who was
believed to go about smothering the
children of the daughters of Eve at
childbirth. It is a custom that was only
maintained amongst the Romaniote
Jews in Greece.

84.124-126 -Dowry Cushions from loannina. Late

19th cent. Velvet and gold sirmakisse
work. Gift of Mrs. S. Ezratty through the
kind assistance of Mrs. Betty Jacobs and
Dr. Rachel Dalven of New York. It was












