Director’s Report

Much has transpired since 1977 when the idea of a
Jewish Museum in Greece took the form of an ex-
hibition at Melidoni street in Athens. Since then,
'the museum has seen a steady growth and its pre-
sent expansion and location have been possible
through the combined efforts and sacrifices of
Jews and Gentiles scattered through Greece,
Europe, Asia and the Americas. It has been
especially gratifying to witness an ecumenical spirit
that unites Sephardic and Ashkenazi Jews as well
as Christians in the work of the museum. Interna-
tional Hellenism of the 1st and 2nd centuries in the
Christian Era was the means used by both Rab-
binical Judaism and Christianity to grow and
develop. Each expressed its own understanding of
Classical Judaism within the urban institutions,
customs and language of the Greeks. Greek Jewry
is a continuation of this tradition and we are proud
fo say that its inspiration unites us all in this
endeavor. On behalf of the staff of the museum I
wish to say how grateful we are for your friend-
ship, support and concern for the museum and its
continued growth.

The move to the new museum at 36 Amalias
has been realized and the staff have been settling
in along with the dust raised by the frenetic activity
of the past few months. During much of this time
the new premises were witnessing a frenzy of ac-
tivity with plumbers, painters, electricians and
carpenters, all integrating their activities in the in-
itial stages of spacial planning. While this was tak-
ing place, the staff pursued its own work. The
photographer Timothy DeVinney, set up the
photographic laboratory, dark room and archive.
Ida Mordoh, the administrative assistant, along
with Margaret Kolesar, the collection management
assistant, undertook the nightmarish task of recor-
ding, wrapping, and packing the artifacts from the
old museum. The director prepared the
laboratories and storage areas in the new
museum. Half of the collection was moved into
the new premises in mid-April and the other half
about mid-May. Today we are happy to say that
the museum and its staff are functioning more or
less normally.

During moving, Ms. Kolesar had to return to
Canada. Due to family illness she left Greece in
mid-May. She was of invaluable help to us during
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the chaotic last two years at Melidoni street, and it
is unfortunate that her many sacrifices for the
museum were not compensated by the opportuni-
ty to pursue her duties in the improved conditions
that exist now.

Not long after the departure of Margaret, a
former student of the director, Eric
Sakellaropoulos, joined the staff full time. He has
proved an invaluable find as he is proficient in
carpentry and electrical work. He also acts as an
excellent guide to the collection. We also have the
help of Mrs. Rosa Benveniste, a member of the
Athens Jewish community, who is also a guide
and our first docent. It is essential that the inter-
pretation of the collection be done by personal
tour because the exhibits are not yet placed in their
permanent position.

Nikos Hanan-Stavroulakis.

Events

A special memorial service was conducted April 29
at the Athens Jewish cemetery in memory of the
victims of the Holocaust in Greece. The Chief
Rabbi of France, M. Shlomo Sirat, was one of the
special guests along with representatives of the
Greek government, the Israeli diplomatic mission
and various communities of Greece. Although the
collection had not yet been moved into the

From the April 29 reception, left to right:
Chief Rabbi Sirat of France, Rabbi Mizan,
and Rabbi Arar. In the back right, Demetrios
Argyriades.



Museum and its walls were barely dry, a reception
was held afterwards. Joseph Lovinger, president
of the Central Board of the Jewish Communities
of Greece (KIS), in the presence of Rabbi Sirat,
Rabbi Marans of Great Neck, NY, and Rabbis
Arar, Mizan and Shabbetai, of Athens, placed the
mezzuzah on the doorpost of the museum. Next
day, 37 mezzuzoth were set on the inner door-
posts. The mezzuzoth were a special gift of the City
of Jerusalem through Mayor Teddy Kollek and
Mrs. Ruthie Cheshin, the director of the Jerusalem
Foundation. Two others were brought from
Jerusalem by Shirley and Charles Mouratides of
the American Friends. At the end of the ceremony
the director gave a short welcoming speech and a
tour of the museum. The high point of the tour
was when the group reached the then under
reconstruction in a special room, Patras
Synagogue, and Rabbi Sirat spontaneously of-
fered to name it. Thus the new synagogue was

named after 16th century Sephardic scholar Rabbi-

Shlomo ben Mose ha-Devi Alkabetz. This event
and the funding of the reconstruction of the
synagogue through funds provided by the
American Friends of the Jewish Museum of
Greece were subsequently commemorated by a
bronze plaque.

Opening the gift from the Eastern Region,
AFJMG, left to right: Nikos Hanan-Stavroulakis,
Jean-Jacques Benzonanas, Sam Benrubi and
Inos Joseph.

At the end of the reception, Stella Levy and
Demetrios Argyriades gave a specail gift, a crystal
vase, from the Eastern Region of the American
Friends. In order to indicate its future use, a Ken-
nedy Silver Dollar was in it and before departing
we were happy to find it quite filled to the brim
with paper money. Later in the month, Eileen
Molfetas, wife of the president of the American
Friends, visited Greece and reviewed the progress
achieved.

On the 7th of June, 34 American women whose
roots are traceable to loannina, but who are now
residents of New York, were feted at the museum.

From the reception for the loannina
Sisterhood of New York.

The women are members of the Iloannina
Sisterhood, the president of which is Rachel
Dalven. Rachel had written in advance to inform
us of their arrival. We immediately got in touch
with Eftychia Nahman, formerly of loannina and
an active member of the Athens community. Ef-
tychia organized 25 loannina women in Athens
and each prepared a traditional dish for a special
banquet. As the loanniote Jews are well-known
for partying at the drop of a hat, it was not surpris-
ing to find that the initial formalities were followed
by recognition, tears, laughter, good food, wine
and Epirote music. Hand clapping turned into
dancing and singing that went on until late in the
afternoon. The sisterhood gave a special gift to the
museum and later, on their return to the states, the
group’s leader, Mrs. Mollie Cohen, sent us an ad-
ditional donation to construct one more bench in
the Alkabetz Synagogue.

Gifts to the Museum

We would like to acknowledge with gratitude the
receipt of the following gifts to the museum:

From Mrs. STELLA LEVY the repair, re-bronzing
and adaptation of the central lamp of the Alkabetz
Synagogue.

From Mr. SAM BENRUBI repair and re-bronzing
of two antique lamps and casting and adaptation
of sections for the Menorah.

From Mr. MARCOS TABAH, draperies for the
entire exhibition area.

From Mr. and Mrs. GOSLAN three desks and
chairs.

From the JEWISH COMMUNITY OF
FLORENCE, a commemorative Passover plate.
From the AMERICAN FRIENDS OF THE
JEWISH MUSEUM OF GREECE, bronze plaques
for the entrance and the street, and three benches
for the Alkabetz Synagogue.

From the IODANNINA SISTERHOOD, N.Y., one
bench for the Alkabetz Synagogue.



the Whirling Dervishes in the Balkans. Gift
of Dr. A. Moldovan, New York.

84.90 - Silk shalvar and pukamis (gormek) used as
part of the shroud. These articles were

known in Ladino as mortaja. Gift of Rabbi
J. Arar.
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