NEWSLETTER #3

January 1981 The Jewish Museum
5 Melidoni Street
Athens 113, Greece

Dear Friends:

Although certain of our ambitions and hopes are materializing at &

very slow pace, we are nevertheless heartened by the continued growth
and progress of the Miseum. The informetion contained in this Newsletter
indicates some of the positive aspects of our work and will assure those
whose interest and support so greatly encourage us that there is no lag-
ging of enthusiasm or dedication among the members of the staff of the
Jewish Museum,

Nikos Hennan-Stavroulakis, Director

Ida Mordoh and Lois Kerimis, Assistants

Timothy deVinnev, Photographer and Keeper of the Archives
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The Athens Association of Friends of the Jewish Miseum

One of the paradoxical aspects of the Jewish Missum in Athens is
that we have had a committed and active group of friends outside Greece
which was formed before any such group in the local community. Recsntly,
however, through the work of a few dediceted individuals a local associa-
tion has been created and plans are underway to have it legally incorpo-
rated. This association will represent the Miseum in the Jewish Communi-
ty of Athens and in other communities in Greecee. It will also - and we
think this prospect is of special note - represent the Miseum in the
Christian Orthodox community herc in Grecccs

Visit of Mr. Morric Camhi

Mr. Morrie Camhi, a professional photographer from San Francisco,
devotecd most of October and November to a photographic survey of Jcws
residing in Grecco. He did so with the assistance of the Muscum which
was responsible for introducing him to members of the Athens and Salonika
communitics who arec representative of the many tradcs, occupations, and
social groups in which Greck Jews can bec found. The Muscum also provid-
ed dectails on where individuals or small groups of Jecws rcemain among the
many towns and islands throughout Greece which had sizecablec Jewish com-
munities before the War. This survey of Jcows in their daily lives thir-
ty-five yoars after the Holocaust will be the basis for ean exhibition at
the Magnes Miuseum of Judaica in San Francisco. Mr. Camhi's parents were
both from Macedonia; his mother was from Salonika and his father from
Monastir (now part of Jugoslavia). He is presently Associate Editor of
Photoshow magazine.

The matcrial contained in the Newsletter may not be copied in part or in
wholg without the permission of the Miseum.



Survey of Greek-Jewish Monuments

The ladies of AVIV-WIZO in 4thens recently funded an initial photo--
graphic survey of the synagogue and other Jewish monuments of Ioannina
as part of an ongoing effort by the Miseum to record as many as p0581b1e
of the sites and buildings of Jewish interest which still remain in
Greece. v

In Ioannina we had the full support of the Community and relied

heavily on assistance given by the president, Mr. M. Eleasaph, and by

Mr. J. Matsa who weathered three rainy days with us while work was car-
ried out in the Jewish quarter, the synagogue, and the cemetary- We
were able also to gain access to the' Bthnographic Miscum of Ioannina's
collection and to photograph several costumes, three ketuboth and seve-
ral synagoguc hangings what werec acquired by that museum shortly af'ter

Yorld Var II. The ketuboth are‘of the 17th century end quite different
in style and character from thosc that were common in the 19th century,
several of which we have in the Missum. During our visit it was possible
to examine in detsil the 19th century synagogue of Ioannina and to go-
through some of the boxes and cases that have been accumulating there
for years. e have been promised a collection of embroideries for the’
Maseum and several of the silver lamps from the old synagogue of Iocanni-
_nas as well as some 150 books, many of which are from presses in Salonika
‘and ‘date from the 17th-18th centuries. lMNost of the embroideries date
from the 17th century and are in dire need of conservation.
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New Acqusitions

Qur collection of artifacts and costumes from the Community of Ioan-<
nine ‘was expanded by a substantial and important gift by Mr. and Mrs.
Rene Errera of Athens. Ulrs. Grrera, formerly of Ioannina, bequested to
the Miseum a singular collection of embroideries and sections from loan-
nina female costumes - all over 100 years old and some having belonged to
her grandmother Mrs. M. Gani. Among the most noteworthy are the follow1ng.

80.120 ~ i hand-woven silk women's undershirt or pukemis

-80.121 ~ .. gold threed and brocade pishli for a brides & pishli is a long
coat-like garment thet normally reached ached elmost to the ankles. Usually the
upper part of the garment is cut close to the body with a high "mendarin"
collar and buttoned down the front to the waist. The tight fittirg
sleeves flare out just below the elbow joint to form a finely decorated-
circular flap that is lined in colored silk. When the arfi is lifted so
thot the hend rbsts on the hip, this flere frames the wrist @nd hend.
When the arms are down or folded, the flaps cover the backs of the hands
completely. This perticuler pishli was worn by Mrs. Errera's grandmother
at her wedding ond ig one of the finest exnmples that we have seen of
this typicsal wom<n & drese of Icannina:

80.122 (1,2) - Two piéces of brocede in gold end silk. The material has
bsen resewn, Unfortunately, so as to moke small cushions. HowWwever, we
were informed that they werc parts of a wedding 'shalvar' or womer's
trousers. On close cxemination wc found thet tho brocasc metches o wo-
men's 'yolek! or waist-coet, also from Ioennine, that was the bequest of
Mrs. Y. Beruch (77.73) sn it turned out thet the threce picces could be
traced back-to the semc source in loanninae.
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would be made of a more durable material such as cotton or linen. The
finest 'bokca' are made of silk and were used for wrapping wedding pre-
sents or gifte for a-birth etc. 4s the finest of these are usually deco-
rated in gold and silver thread, they inevitably found their way into sy-
nagogues as me'ilim or veils for the Siphre Torah that were kept in wood-
en cases. One rarely comes on a 'bokca' that has not been rescwn or cut
apart to be used for another purposc.

80.127 - Grgen silk and gilt embroiderzd cushion cover, 0.4% x 0.50 cms.
This cover probably dates from the beginning of the 19th century and was
usod for a birth millah. The material is typical silk of this period as
the warp thrcads arc a double-strandecd cotton while thc woof threads are
in single-strand silk. This made, at one time, a fairly durable fabric
though we have found that the tendency is for the silk to disintcegrate
leaving only the darker warp thrcals to be supported, in many cases, by
the embr01ﬂcry. In the casc of this cover there has becn no such damage
and the designs of thc cmbroidery ere bright.and practically as clear as
when they vwere mad The patterns arc what one might call "Ottoman BEmpire"
ie.es Fronch BEmpire ﬁosigns as roworked and influcnced by thec tastes of
Ottoman la'ics of the carly 19th century. Baroque and somi-classic deo-
signs sucha as thesc are found quitc often deting from this period.

80.128 - Brown veclvet cushion cover dccoreted in gold thrcad with a cen-
trel medallion with the initials "FMB" in Greek, 0.45 x 48 cms. Late
19th century. This cushion cover is typical of a peculiar typec of gold
embroi’ery thet is foun? quitec often in Ioannina and was uscd by both
Christians, Jews, and Turks as part of wedding trousscaus. Usually they
comc in groups of three - two long bolsters sn? one smaller pillow, ell:
decorate’ with the same pattern in a technique known as 'sirmekisse'.

This involves sewing the flowers and leaves of the pattern tightly against
the velvet and into a heavy peper that is glued ageinst the back of the
cloth. & variation of this work is found sas wellwhere the leaves snd pe-
tals of the flowers are cut out of heavy paper en? then fairly heavy gilt
thread is boun flatly over snd about them. When these are all completed,
they are sewn 2irectly onto the fabric.

80.131' - Photograph of a wedcing in Ioamnine, 0.40 x 0.50 cms, Gift of.
Mrs. L. Metzer of the Bronx, New York.

This large photegreph was trken in 1904 an shoWs a lerge gethering of
Jews in the main street of the Jewish Quarter of Ioannina. The bride and
gfoom are in Rirdpern ress while n good number of the onlookers sre in
the treditionszl dress of the Community.

80.133 - Mizreh on glass, O.44 x 0.58 cms. by scquisition through the
Friends of the Jewish Miseum. 4 'mizrah' iso smell or lrrge wall marker
used ‘to designate the eastern direction in ~ house in order to mrrk the
direction for prayer. Having usually been of paper or before that of -
parchment, they hcve not survived in any great number into the 20th cen-
turys “ This particular one, beccause of 'its size and the fact thet it is
on glass, is especially importrnt. Peinting on the back surface of a
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